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Krishn Kanhai:

The Man with the Midas Touch =} :

Iwavs prepared o draw things that take bis lancy, krishn

Kanhal is one of the most amigmati ansd Antermationalby
recopnioed artisis of contemporary India
Hest described as an artist with the Midas touch. Mr Eanhal. has
carmed muliiple accolades throughout his arigi career, including
Tk I':-:lrlh-hlh-l'ml civilian honour Padma Shrd in 2004
Horm in 1961 in Uitar Pradeshs Yondavan, Mr Banbais joarmey
II"'-h"m al j very TOUIE .I:..‘..'ul' | :'- YArs
Sl be troe, i all began after seeing my lather (kanhai Chitrakar).
And as a son of 8 renowned artist, my friends & the school nsed 1o

push me 1o drasw something on the blackboard,” savs Mr kanhai

Gt e
Fadma Shri, Mr Krishn Kanhai

\

Midahly, Krishn Kanhais father Padma Shri Kanhal Chitrakar
witk alse an acclaimed artigt and a painter swho pioneered an art form
known as KEanhai lg‘ul.l painiing

kambai gold paintings are somewhat like e well-doved Lanjone

painiings bud the Kanhai's are proporiionate, unlike ihe

£
which leature shord, gout hgures, In addition. the Banbai paintings

lanjores

use only 24-carat pure gold, which is applied mose liberally than the
fime-touch godd typically, used in other Indian paintings.

“So indtially just with chalk. [ used to draw peacocks, flowers, and
sometimes Radha-Brshan on the blackboard. AL the age of 15 aler
|'|-||'||'-I|-I|||:_.‘ Ty ||I:h|'| schiool education, [« |-u'||'-L-I.-I:.' focnsed on the
painting,” said Mo Banhai.

Pertinent 4o mention. Mr Kanhal, |I|r|J|:_.‘I'ml|I his artistic career
spranming over foor decades, has painted thowsinds ol portrails on e
i |\|-|'|-I'||||J_.‘- theme of Badha-Erishna and their tales

Mr Ranbad has, however, ol confined himsel ! o the traditional
syle, bul, has also idrodoced certain ;lbunlli: amnt 1t |'|I'|I-\.||I|"h. of his
own thal make e canvas aesthetically appealing and spiritually rich

Wl .|p|l:.. Mr Kanhal can be called a fusion artist for ||'|.|k|||:_.‘
barautitud wise o enchanting Radba-Brishina postures and tuming them
imto comtemparary micvderm art thist |x.-g.'-.--|'.'|I-.I'||ng amd ||||I'|.r!¢|-ll.|hl.-
even aller a single gaze. 5o fllowing the foalsteps of his Gather and
menkor Kanhal Chitrakar, Foung Kanhal was em |JI|'.'|!¢|'|_‘| 10 CAMVE
ol hig own miche in the anistic world, which he did earlier than
FAp ted, His son Mr Arjun Kanhai has ecelved his BEA |I-.-!g|'|| frcim
University of Southamipton, Uk and i also an expert in traditional
and |'\l|lr|I'.I|| |'.III'||I||:.‘

It ig seldom, that a Gither and a son have been benoured with a
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national award Fike Padma Shri. The Kanhai
famuily and the Bachchan family ane the only
twe families in [ndia where both fther and
som have wion Lhe Padma shri

“What 1 learned from miy father at the age
of 15 gave me mecogniton afler 25 pears ol
1Ir'||m¢|||,' inio the painiing world,” underlines
The déxterdus arlisl.

Mr Kanhai's first magical worl with his
rapier-like Ongers was a portrail of Swami
Harldas, which he sold for Bs 4 in 1575

“This Ke 4 was my lirsl carming through a
painting and it gave me a sense of satisfaction
thal my paintings are being liked by the
peopler” the lumble painter remarked

Adver this Mr Kanhai completely joined
his father to learn the art of palnting and
later presented  arl that was embellished
with aesthietic .|ppr-.|l. s sl richness, and
exemplary beauly

Marrating a three-decades-old experience,
Mr Banhai said when b was Z7-year-odd, e
decided to create his own art form, [ s afler
this realization, Mr kanhai started working
am folk themes to tevive the Brij) and Yamuna
ik cultwre inte his artwork and graduoally
came 10 eveldve a sivle of his own, which bore
tig peersomal stamp 10 did not take much tlime
for him fo gt known, as the precursor of the
Yamuna Ghat Painting Scleol.

Sivce then  Kanhal's paintings have
receivied greal accluim due to their improved
artistic composition. use of ofl paints and
embossing material, realistic siyle on lange
canvases, excellent gem-setting work, and an
apulent 2d-carat gold foiling. Yes, he often
wses pure godd and preclous gems as raw
miaterials lor his paintings.

“Painting using pure gold was done
1 lomg time ago, bul this form of art had
become extingt in Morth India in recent
times, Thinking of creative ways o make 1
painting more beantiful, 1 revived this form
of prainting,” said Kanhai.

It is often said that stand before Kanhai's
parbrail of Krishng and, very often, you lose
the sense of thme as yon I\;.-.-Jr on gazing al
the Lord of Vrindavan, which seems 1o cast a
spell over the onlooker

e brought 2 new dimension o the
art arena by creating palntings that recited
visually mesmerising slories. Groomed] under
the expert guidance of his father and Gur,
kanbai Chitrakar, he eamed international
recognition and the epithet of the artist with
Thee Midlas touch. Bul it is nol just the Kadha
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Krishna paintings or the poriraiis that depicied
falk culture for what Mr Kanhai is known. He kepl
cxperimenting with his artistic work,

Mr Kanhai is alsa known te the political elite
of the woreld, with several Presidents and Prime
Ministers among his clients whose ponraits were
done by him. The List includes names like formes
Prme Minister of India Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
former Dheputy Prime Minister Lal Krishna Advani,
former U5 President Eill Clinton and  his  wife
Hillary Climion, former US Fresident Barack Obama
anid his family, besides emiment indostmalists like
Aditya Birla and his wife Rajshri Birla, and veteran
Balbywond actor-turned-politician Hema Malini.

In 20106, on & special request from the Uitar
Pridesh Government, Mr Banhai painted a Jife-
aime porteail of 22 Chiel Ministers of UP- past and
present alomg with 19 past and present Speakers of

ihe UP Assembly, besides two life-size portraits of

Mahatma Gandhi.

1 feel that [ am fortanate 1o be the only artist
whinse 40 partraits are on the walls of Uitar Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha” My Kanhai said

The paintings of the father-som due are so highly
goclaiimed in the art circles of [ndia, that in 2004,
twen research scholars - Sangesta Gupta of Bhimran
Ambedkar University Agra and Mohammed Wasim
of Jiwaji Ran University, Gwalior — were awarnded a
Droctorate degree over their academic work based
an Krishn Kanhai and his father Kanhai Chitrakar,

respect ively

oo

lent af India in Cendral Hall, Parllamssnt

l'o b exact, the versatile artist lvas g0 far painted more than 300 poriraits, 700
contemporary ones. M0 fosions, and 300 gold paintings on the themes of Lord
Badha-Krishna. Apart from this, he has also trained more than 200 sudents,

Mr Kanhai has nomerous received awards and honours ta which the humble
artist says, “ [0 ks not me who i making these paintings, it i God, I'm just a mediom!”

Hut nating down some of his achievements, Mr Kanhai was intermationally
acclaimaed by Mre ACH. Nelly President of International Publishers for Gold Paintings
ol Krishna Chitrakar o 20th lan. 1992, He was alse honoared with the Achiever of
the millennivnm’ award in 1999, Mr Kanhai has also been incloded in 'World Book of
Fecords, London for his contributions.

[he then Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh, Raman Singh, awarded “Haja
Chakradhar Samman” ta him in September 2009, In the same vear, he was confermed
“Rashiriya Kalidas Samiman’ by the Madliva Pradesh govermment. Later in 2015, the
Uttar Pradesh gpvernment honowred Mr. Kanhai with the Yash Bharti Samman.

With surfeit recognition glebally, we asked Mr Kanhai of his success manira toe
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whisch s averred that there is no shortoul Lo success”
. e hard wark is the ) S i have L give

aoimething in i Ar Kanhai In a

1 young artisks and painters, he nat b remain

to achieve auccess, “This artwork requires decades to gain

vour work.”

¥

I the fature, the veteran aris plans to open a “Kanhai Ar

¥
i
deademy' in Vrindavan - the land of Radha and share his four .1_..'

= ;".,
T

'-'||-.'|.|I.i-l|| In the coming d L |_"!h f:}-— ] 'F' k |§- ' ,A, T '-_. g

s

@@ To be true, it all began after seeing my
father (Kanhai Chitrakar), And as a son of
a renowned artist, my friends af the school
: used to push me to draw something on the
e biackboard.”

EnannkamabnEpmal com WA Anehnkania. com

= says Mr Krishn Kanhai
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